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gard to  the factory at Can an or, which he left in charge    CHAP.
of Gil Fernandas Barbosa, Yasco da Gama obtained per-      IV'
mission from the King to land a quantity of cannon there,      A>3X
and he also supplied the factory with many shot and some  1502-3.
powder, all of which was buried so as to keep it out of
sight; he also persuaded the King to have a high stone
wall erected round the factory palisade, with a gate  to
fasten with a key, and that at night he should send to
shut the gate, and keep the key.   This the King agreed to,
and forthwith had the work executed, thinking that in
making this request da Gama desired that the Portuguese
left in the factory should remain subject to him.

Vicente Sodre was left as captain-major of the sea,
with power over everything by sea and land, and with in-
structions to cruise along the coast all the summer, doing
as much injury as possible to the ships of Calicut, and, if
opportunity offered, to endeavour to make prizes among the
hips bound for Mecca.

Eaving made all the necessary arrangements with regard
to those that were to remain in India, Vasco da Gama set
sail on his homeward voyage on the 28th December, 1502.
At Mount Dely he took in wood and water, and, sailing
with a favourable wind, soon reached Melinde. Here he
remained only long enough to exchange courtesies with
the King, and take in fresh provisions, and thence sailed
direct to Lisbon, where he arrived on the 1st of September,
1503, with ten ships laden with very great wealth. The
King bestowed rewards upon all the captains, and to
Dom Vasco da Gama he gave great favours ; all his goods
were allowed to enter free, and he granted him the anchor-
^ige dues of India, besides making him perpetual admiral
|yf its seas, and one of the principal men of his kingdom.
T After Dom Vasco da Gama had left Indian waters, the
/Zamorin of Calicut, being envious of the trade which
Trimumpara, the King of Cochin, had entered into with
the Portuguese, got together a very large army, with the
view of driving the latter out of Cochin.